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M A I N E D E PA R T • M E 
l MAINE STATE LIBRARY 
A Labor Market Information Newsletter on Maine Economic Activity 
Message from Commissioner Malloy ... 
LABOR MARKET INFORMATION CAN BE VITAL TO BUSINESSES, WORKERS AND GOVERNMENT ALIKE, WITHOUT ACCURATE AND 
RELIABLE INFORMATION ANY DECISION BECOMES MORE A MATTER OF GUESSWORK THAN A RATIONAL SELECTION OF OPTIONS OR 
ALTERNATIVES, 
THE MA I NE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR I S DIVIS I ON OF ECONOMIC ANALYSIS AND RESEARCH IS THE PR I ME SOURCE OF LABOR 
MARKET INFORMATION FOR THE STATE OF MAINE, OPERATING UNDER THE GUIDELINES ESTABLISHED BY THE U,S, DEPARTMENT 
OF LABOR, THE DIVISION OF ECONOMIC ANALYSIS AND RESEARCH DEVELOPS STATISTICS ON EMPLOYMENT, UNEMPLOYMENT AND 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATES MONTHLY FOR THE STATE, EACH COUNTY AND LABOR MARKET AREA AND, ON A QUARTERLY BASIS, FOR 
EVERY MINOR CIVIL DIVISION IN MAINE, 
THIS TYPE OF INFORMATION CAN BE CRITICAL TO A BUSINESS CONSIDERING MOVING TO MAINE BUT UNSURE OF AN AVAILABLE 
LABOR SUPPLY, IT CAN ALSO BE CRITICAL TO AN INDIVIDUAL SEEKING TO DETERMINE WHAT CAREER TO PURSUE THAT WILL 
RESULT IN REL I ABLE, PERMANENT AND WELL-PA ID EMPLOYMENT, APPROPRIATE USE OF THE DATA DEVELOPED BY THE 
RESEARCH DIVISION CAN GIVE THE CORRECT ANSWERS TO THESE TYPES OF QUESTIONS, 
FIGURES ON EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT ARE ONLY A PORTION OF THE TYPE OF DATA PRODUCED BY THE DIVISION OF 
ECONOMIC ANALYSIS AND RESEARCH, DATA ON SELECTED INDUST~IES, OCCUPATIONS, WAGES AND SALARIES, AND 
EMPLOYMENT GROWTH AND DECLINE ARE ALSO ALL DEVELOPED BY AND AVAILABLE FROM THE DIVISION OF ECONOMIC ANALYSIS 
AND RESEARCH, 
THE RESEARCH DIVISION OF THE MAINE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR HAS BEEN NOTED AS ONE OF THE BEST RESEARCH AGENCIES IN 
THE NATION, AND WE ARE FORTUNATE TO HAVE SUCH A RESOURCE AVAILABLE HERE IN THE STATE OF MAINE , IF YOU ARE AN 
EMPLOYER, A WORKER, OR A LOCAL OR STATE GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL, I WOULD ENCOURAGE YOU TO CONTACT OUR DIVISION OF 
ECONOMIC ANALYSIS AND RESEARCH AT 20 UNION STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE 04330 OR CALL (207) 289-2271, INFORMATION 
OF VITAL IMPORTANCE TO YOUR DECISIONS MAY ALP.EADY BE AVAILABLE, 
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NATIONAL RECESSION AFFECTS MAINE'S LUMBER AND WOOD PRODUCTS INDUSTRY 
THE LUMBER AND WOOD PRODUCTS INDUSTRY IS A VITAL ELEMENT OF MAINE'S ECONOMY, DURING 1980 THIS INDUSTRY 
CONSTITUTED APPROXIMATELY 12 PERCENT OF MANUFACTURING EMPLOYMENT STATEWIDE, AND PRODUCED GOODS VALUED AT 
OVER $600 MILLION FOR CONSUMPTION IN MAINE AND EAST COAST MARKETS, 
DURING THE 1970s, MAINE'S ANNUAL AVERAGE EMPLOYMENT IN LUMBER AND WOOD PRODUCTS PEAKED AT 14,700 IN 1974, 
AND THEN FELL TO 12,500 IN 1975 DUE TO THE NATIONAL RECESSION IN THAT YEAR, BETWEEN 1975 AND 1979, 
EMPLOYMENT IN LUMBER AND WOOD PRODUCTS ROSE BY 2,200, REGAINING THE PEAK LEVEL OF 14,700 REACHED IN 1974, 
HOWEVER, DETERIORATING NATIONAL ECONOMIC CONDITIONS RESULTED IN A LOSS OF 1,400 JOBS BETWEEN 1979 AND 1981, 
SINCE 1981, EMPLOYMENT IN LUMBER AND WOOD PRODUCTS HAS CONTINUED TO DECLINE, BETWEEN AUGUST 1981 AND 
AUGUST 1982 THIS INDUSTRY LOST 1,700 JOBS, MUCH OF THIS EMPLOYMENT DECLINE WAS THE RESULT OF THE POOR 
HEAL TH OF THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY AT THE STATE AND NATIONAL LEVELS, THE CURRENT RECESSION AND HIGH 
INTEREST RATES HAVE RESULTED IN A SUBSTANTIAL DECLINE IN RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY, 
ACCORDING TO BUSINESS WEEK, NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION USUALLY CONSUMES 40 TO 50 PERCENT OF ALL LUMBER AND 
PLYWOOD SHIPPED EACH YEAR IN THE UNITED STATES, THE HOUSING MARKET, HOWEVER, HAS BEEN DEVASTATED BY HIGH 
INTEREST RATES, NATIONALLY, NEW HOME STARTS FOR THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1982 NUMBERED 451,QQQ, OR 25 
PERCENT BELOW THE LEVEL FOR THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1981. BY COMPARISON, NEW HOME STARTS IN 1972 AND 1978 
NUMBERED 2.4 MILLION AND 2.1 MILLION, RESPECTIVELY, 
THE RECOVERY OF THE LUMBER AND WOOD PRODUCTS INDUSTRY WI LL DEPEND IN LARGE PART ON THE RECOVERY OF THE 
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY, DECLINING INTEREST RATES AND A RESULTANT RELEASE OF THE PENT-UP DEMAND FOR HOUSING 
COULD SUBSTANTIALLY IMPROVE THE STATUS OF THE LUMBER AND WOOD PRODUCTS INDUSTRY, 
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STATEWIDE 
This Last Year 
ITEM Month Month Ago 
Total Nonfarm Wage and Salary ..V . ........ 422.1 413.6 432.6 
Total Manufacturing .................. 109.9 100.9 117 .4 
Durable Goods .................... 39.7 39.5 42. 7 
Lumber and Wood Products .],/ ...... 12.1 11.9 13.9 
Metals and Machinery ............. 14.8 14.9 16.6 
Other Durable Goods .]/ ........... 12.8 12.7 12.2 
Nondurable Goods .......... .. ...... 70.2 61.4 74.7 
Food and Kindred Products ..... · .... 10.7 9.2 10.7 
Textile Mill Products .............. 6.4 6.1 8.2 
Apparel ....................... 4.7 4.0 4.7 
Paper and Allied Products . . . . . . . . . . 18.0 18.0 18.8 
Leather and Leather Products ........ 20.2 14.0 22.0 
Footwear (except Rubber) ........ (16.9) (11. 2) (18.4) 
All Other .................... (3. 3) (2. 8) (3.6) 
Other Nondurable Goods 
.11 ........ 10.2 10.1 10.3 
Total Nonmanufacturing ............... 312.2 312.7 315.2 
Contract Construction .............. 18.4 18. 7 19.3 
Transportation and Public Utilities ..... 19.2 19.0 19.5 
Wholesale and Retail Trade .......... 93.0 92.8 94.4 
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate ....... 18.2 18.1 17.5 
Service and Other Nonmanufacturing .... 86.4 86 .5 87.3 
Government ..................... 77 .0 77 .6 77. 2 
Federal ...................... (18.1) (18. 3) (17. 9) 
State and Local 5./ ............. · (58.9) (59. 3) (:\9.3) 
Involved in Labor-Management Disputes ..... 0.0 0.0 o.o 
Unemployment Compensation 
Fund Balance in Millions 
(End of Month) 
80 -
~ Vft.l:ES ClJTS~ It-6 $21, 058,BQ; 
PORTLAND SMSA LEWISTON-AUBURN SMSA 
This Last Year This Last Year 
Month Month Ago Month Month Ago 
95.9 95.0 93.5 34.1 32.1 35.2 
17.3 16.3 18.0 10. 8 9.2 12.0 
7.2 7.2 7.5 2.0 1.9 2.3 
0.4 0.4 0.4 0.1 n/a 0.1 
6.5 6.5 6.6 1.5 1.5 1.8 
0.3 0.3 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.4 
10.1 9 .1 10.5 8.8 7.3 9.7 
2.4 2.5 2.5 1. 0 1.0 0.9 
n/a n/a n/a 1. 5 1.0 1.9 
n/a n/a n/a 0.1 0.1 0.1 
n/a n/a n/a 0.6 0.6 0.6 
3.3 2.3 3.1 3.1 2.3 3.6 
n/a n/a n/a (2.9) (2 .1) (3.4) 
n/a n/a n/a (O. 2) (O. 2) (O. 2) 
4.4 4.3 4.9 2.5 2.3 2.6 
78.6 78.7 75.5 23.3 22.9 23.2 
4 .1 4.2 3.9 1. 3 1.3 1.4 
6.2 6.1 5.9 1. 2 1.2 1. 2 
26.6 26.5 26.l 8.3 8.2 8.1 
8.4 8.3 7.6 1. 7 1. 7 1. 8 
22.3 22.4 21.0 8.0 7.7 7. 7 
11.0 11.2 11.0 2.8 2.8 3.0 
(1. 4) (1.4) (1. 4) (O. 3) (O. 3) (O. 3) 
(9.6) (9. 8) (9. 6) (2.5) (2.5) (2.7) 
o.o 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
I/ Employment figures relate to full · and part-time wage and salary workers in pay periods including the 12th of the month. Domestic workers in private households, proprietors, self-employed, and unpaid family 
workers are excluded. 2/Lumber and wood products, and furniture and fixtures are combined in the Portland series. 3/Includes Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) codes: Statewide· 25, 32, 37, 38; Portland. 
32, 37, 38; Lewiston · 25, 32, 37. 4 / Includes SIC codes : Statewide · 27, 28 , 29, 30, 39; Portland · 22, 23, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 39; Lewiston · 23 , 27 , 28, 29, 30, 39 . 5 / Regular teachers are included in summer 
months whether or not specifically paid in those months. n/a · data not available in sufficient detail for publication. *Less than 50. · 
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Earnings and Workweek of Production Workers 
in Manufacturing Industries 
AVERAGE WEEKLY 
EARNINGS 
This Last Year 
AREA AND INDUSTRY Month Month Ago 
STATEWIDE 
Manufacturing ..... .......... $291. 13 $296.40 $270.28 
Durable Goods .... . .... . ... 315.17 306.73 287.04 
Lumber and Wood Products .. 284.72 292.09 269.28 
Metals and Machinery ... . ... 279.85 285.59 267.33 
Other Durable Goods . . ..... 387.39 345 .14 336:58 
Nondurable Goods ........... 278.29 290.80 260.34 
Food and Kindred Produ cts ... 213.40 208.10 217.59 
Textile Mill Products ....... 204.28 224.87 215.02 
Apparel ................ 198 .06 191. 94 180.56 
Paper and Allied Products .... 467.62 471.80 420.81 
Leather and Leather Products 209.72 207.75 188.78 
Other Nondurable Goods ..... 237.93 23l. 51 221 .34 
PORTLAND SMSA 
Manufacturing .. ... ... ....... 278.36 286. 77 245.86 
LEWISTON-AUBURN SMSA 
Manufacturing ............... 225.55 237.08 212.80 
Female Labor Force in Maine 
in Thousands 
------
ITEM This Last Year 
Month Month Ago 
Labor Force ~ .. .. .... 224.6 224.2 217.5 
Unemployed . . . ...... 20 .5 26 .5 15. 6 
(Percent) ... ....... 9 .1 11 .8 7.2 
Resident Employed . ... 204 .1 197. 7 201 . 9 
* Preliminary estimates 
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HOURS EARNINGS HOURLY EARNINGS 
Last Year This Last Year 
Month Ago Month Month Ago 1981 1980 1979 
40 .0 40.4 $7.26 $7 .41 $6.69 $6.66 $6.00 $5.42 
40.2 40.6 7.84 7.63 7.07 6.97 6.27 5.61 
40.4 40.8 7.03 7.23 6.60 6.52 6.08 5.49 
39.5 39.9 7.25 7.23 6.70 6 .61 5.87 5.27 
40.7 41.4 9.29 8.48 8.13 7.98 7.09 6.26 
40.0 40.3 6.94 7.27 6.46 6.'l8 5.85 5 .31 
34.8 40.9 5.50 5.98 5.32 5.50 5 .01 4.65 
40.3 40.8 5.39 5.58 5.27 5 .17 4.79 4.40 
36. 7 36.7 5.31 5.23 4.92 4.97 4.49 4.15 
46.3 45.2 l 0. 30 l O .19 9 .31 9.27 8.31 7.44 
37.5 36.8 5.49 5.54 5.13 5 .10 4. 72 4.23 
37.4 38.9 6 .18 6 .19 5 .69 5.75 5.23 4.80 
38.7 38.0 7.23 7 .41 6.47 6.49 5.85 5.32 
38.3 38.0 5.92 6 .19 5.60 5 . .57 5.08 4.66 
U.S. Consumer Price Index 
BASE PERIOD 
This 
Month 
Last 
Month 
Year 
Ago 
Last 
Dec . 
(1967=100) All Items (CPI-U) 292.8 292.2 276 .5 281 .5 
Percent Change for Past Month ......... . .......... + 0. 2 
Percent Change from La~t December .................. + 4. 0 
Percent Change from 12 Months Ago . . . .... . ........ + 5. 9 
Labor Force, Employment and Unemployment 
AREA_!} LABOR FORCE JJ 
This Last Year 
Month Month Ago 
MAINE- Statewide . ..... .. 538.5 540. 8 527 .6 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 
Bangor-Brewer LMA .. . . .. 41 ,800 42,300 41 ,900 
Biddeford-Sanford LMA . . .. 33,600 34,000 31 ,900 
Lewiston-Auburn SMSA . . . . 38,200 38,900 38 ,300 
Portland SMSA ... . .. . . . 94,600 96,100 91, l 00 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Augusta ... ............ . 29,500 30, 190 29,380 
Ba th-Brun wick .... . . .. . ... 25,800 25,490 23, 130 
Belfas t .. 10,410 l O, 750 11,010 
Boothbay Harbor-Wiscasset .. 10,780 10,400 9,630 
Calai -Eastport .... . ....... 19,090 16,21-40 17 ,621-0 
Caribou-Presque Isle ........ 19, l 00 21, 150 20,210 
entral Penobsco t . . . ... .... 3,620 3,770 3,530 
Dover-Foxcroft ..... . . . . . .. 6,830 6,710 6,300 
Ell sworth ............... . 24,420 22,580 24, l 50 
Farmington . .......... .. . 12,650 13,020 12 ,660 
Fo rt Kent -Allagash ... .. .... 5,390 5,920 5, l 00 
Greenvi ll e ... ...... . .. l ,800 1 ,750 1, 740 
Ho ul ton . ... . ........ . . ... 5,010 5,280 4,710 
Linco ln -Howland ........ . . 5,820 5,860 5,690 
Livermo re Falls .. . ......... 6,070 6,250 5,830 
Madawaska -Van Buren .. . . .. 4, 710 4,920 4,620 
Mechan ic Fa lls ......... .. . 3,000 3,290 3,270 
Mill inocket-East Millinocket .. 5,480 5,600 5,350 
Patt en -Island Fa lls . . 2,470 2,700 2 ,510 
Rockland .... . ... 17, 770 17 ,590 17,640 
Rum fo rd . ..... . ..... .. . . 21 ,290 21, 120 21, 180 
Sebago La ke Region ........ 12,990 13,220 12,840 
kowhegan . . . . ...... ... . . 20, 390 19,550 21 ,680 
Kitt ery-York . . ... . ... . . ... 25,950 25,450 25, 300 
Southwest Penobscot . 8,250 8,620 7 ,310 
Wa tervi lle ................ 21, 770 22,040 22,020 
OTHER 
NEW ENGLAND ST ATES 
Connecticut ... . . .. . . .. . N/A 1,625.7 l ,586. 7 
Massachusetts . ........ . 3,124.0 3, 108.0 3,026.7 
New Hampshire N/A 502 .1 492.4 .... . ... . 
486 .1 478.3 483.8 Rhode Island .... . .... . . 
N/A 272 .5 261 .4 Vermont . . . . . . . .... .. . 
NEW ENGLAND STATES . . N/A 5,986.6 5,851 .0 
111,887 112 ,526 110 ,099 
UNITED STATES 3/ .. . . . . 
A rea Definitions 
LMA • Labor Market A rea 
MSA • Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area 
Footnote 
in Thousands 
UN EMPLOYMENT UN EMPLOYMENT 
RESIDENT EMPLOYED 
Percent of 
Number Labor Force 
This Last 
Month Month 
497 .4 488.2 
39,200 39,000 
30,900 30,000 
34,800 33,100 
89,200 89,300 
27,390 27,480 
24,450 23,800 
9,240 9, 170 
9,900 9,790 
17 ,370 14,410 
16 , 160 17 ,980 
3,380 3,470 
6,200 5,990 
23,260 21, 170 
11 ,680 11, 750 
4,840 5,250 
1 ,720 1 ,640 
4,380 4,570 
5,300 5,250 
5,370 5,280 
4, 150 4,280 
2,680 2,820 
5,200 5,250 
2, 180 2,390 
16 ,430 16, 130 
19 ,410 18,640 
12 ,070 12, l 60 
17 ,940 16 ,410 
25,270 24,430 
7,220 7 ,330 
20 ,130 20 ,030 
N/A l ,510 .8 
2,886.0 2,809.0 
N/A 456.5 
439.9 426.4 
N/A 253.6 
N/A 5,458.3 
l 01, 177 101 ,490 
Year This Last Year This Last Year 
Ago Month Month Ago Month Month Ago 
495.8 41 . l 52 .6 31 .8 7.6 9.7 6.0 
39,700 2,600 3,300 2,200 6.2 7.8 5.3 
29,800 2,700 4,000 2, l 00 8.0 11 .8 6.6 
35,700 3,400 5,800 2,600 8.9 14.9 6.8 
86,500 5,400 6,800 4,600 5.7 7 .1 5.0 
27 ,440 2, 110 2, 710 l ,940 7.2 9.0 6.6 
22, 110 l ,350 l ,690 1 ,020 5.2 6.6 4.4 
10, 120 l, 170 l ,580 890 11 .2 14.7 8 .1 
9, 190 880 6TO 440 8.2 5.9 4.6 
15 ,430 l ,720 2,030 1 ,210 9.0 12 . 3 6.9 
17 ,640 2,940 3, 170 2 ,570 15.4 15 .0 12. 7 
3,350 240 300 180 6.6 8.0 5 .1 
6,010 630 720 290 9.2 10.2 4.6 
23,250 1, 160 1 ,410 900 4.8 6.2 3.7 
11 ,890 970 l ,270 770 7.7 9.8 6 .1 
4 ,670 550 670 430 10.2 11. 3 8.4 
1 ,680 80 110 60 4.4 6 .3 3.4 
4,240 630 710 470 12 .6 13 .4 l O .0 
5,390 520 610 300 8.9 10 .4 5.3 
5,260 .700 970 570 11.5 15 .5 9.8 
4,240 560 640 380 11 .9 13.0 8.2 
3,040 320 470 230 10.7 14.3 7.0 
5, 120 280 350 230 5 .1 6.3 4.3 
2 ,310 290 310 200 11. 7 11. 5 8.0 
16 ,820 1 ,340 1 ,460 820 7 .5 8.3 4.6 
19 ,650 l ,880 2,480 1 ,530 8.8 11. 7 7.2 
12, 180 920 1 ,060 660 7 .1 8.0 5 .1 
19,990 2 ,450 3,140 1 ,690 12 .0 16 .1 7.8 
24,780 680 1 ,020 520 2.6 4.0 2 .1 
6,660 l ,030 1 ,290 650 12. 5 15 .0 8.9 
20,670 1 ,640 2,010 1 ,350 7.5 9 .1 6 .1 
l ,488 .1 N/A 114 .9 98.6 N/A 7. l 6.2 
2,809.4 238 .0 299.0 217. 3 7.6 9.6 7.2 
470.3 N/A 45 .6 22 .1 N/A 9 .1 4.5 
445 .9 46.2 49.9 37.9 9.5 l O .4 7.8 
247 . 7 N/A 18.9 13 . 7 N/A 6.9 5.3 
5,461.4 N/A 528.3 389.6 N/A 8.8 6.7 
102, 152 10, 710 11 ,036 7,947 9.6 9.8 7.2 
n/ a indicate tha t th e informa tion was no t avai la ble at the ti me of pri nt ing. 
Employment a nd un~m ployment may not add 10 la bor force d ue 10 ro und ing. 
I I Labor for e, employment, and unemployment data fo r a ll areas no t seasonall y adjusted . Estimates made independently for each labo r market area have been benchmarked h> a nd extrapo la ted from 
the Current P o pulation Survey estimates fo r th e state . All data adjusted to a place of residence basis . Excludes members o f the Armed Fo rces. 
2/ urrent a nd las t mo nth fig ures preliminary; year ago figures revised . 
31 Nationa l estim a tes based on a a mple of house ho ld visits; sta te estima tes based o n enlargements of emplo yment fig ures reported . 
Mid-Month Insured Unemployment (Less Partials) 
.--~~~~~~~~-~~~~-
ITEM 
Number of Continued-Week Claimants . . . .... . 
Insured Unemployment Rate * . . .. ... . .... . .. 
• Should not be confu sed with insured unempl oyment ra tes as 
defined in the Employm ent Security Law. 
This 
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12 ,454 
3.1 
STATEWIDE 
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Month 
16 ,692 
4.2 
PORTLAND SMSA 
Year This Last Year 
Ago Month Month Ago 
11 ,217 l ,689 l ,923 l ,597 
2.7 2 .1 2.4 2.0 
LEWISI'ON-AUBURN SMSA 
This Last Year 
Month Month Ago 
l ,144 2,558 913 
3.5 7.9 2.7 
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LUMBER AND WOOD PRODUCTS EMPLOYMENT IN MAINE 
FOR SELECTED TIME PERIODS 
- ANNUAL AVERAGE ~ AUGUST 
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